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Although it was difficult to narmow down
our competition entnes 1o just £/ hnalists,
we hnally chose the lollowing artists

1o represent the quality and variety of
draftsmanship submitted in 20085,
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Deborah L. Friedman

Deborah L Friedman's drawings exude a sense of calm
mastery. "My goal,” says Friedman, “is to design a clean,
spare composition—paring down unneceszary elements
o allow the personality of the subject 1o take center
stage.” Birds largely cocupy that center stage. “In 1g8g
my husband and I bought our first home and hung up
some birdfeeders we had received as housewarming gifts.
I haadn't known much about birds before this, but they
soon fascinated me with their wide-ranging appearances,
songs, and personalities. | became captivated by their
beauty and mystery.”

Enthralied by 1w wildlifi: she found in her backyard
in Wellesley, Massachusctts, Fricdman set out to translate
that inspiration onto paper. In the process, she et several
nules for hersell—one of which is that she can only draw
birds that she can closcly observe in real lifie. “If | happen
to find a dead bird in my yard.” says Friedman, “I'l keep
it in a freeeer until 1'm ready to drase®
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